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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rura1  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1959. 

This  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  of  December,  1959.  Com- 
parative  tables  on  statistics  are  given  in  the  related  Sections  of  the 
Report. 

The  Report  deals  with  Public  Health  subjects  in  Sections  as 
follows  : — 

A  Statistics  affecting  the  Rural  District. 

B  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Rural 
District. 

C  Sanitary  accommodation  of  the  Rural  District. 

D  Housing  in  the  Rural  District. 

E  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  food. 

F  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  infectious  diseases. 

G  Tuberculosis. 

H  Other  matters. 

and  it  concludes  with  the  Report  of  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  those  matters  which  fall  within  his  sphere  of  activities. 

The  Public  Health  statistics  of  the  Rural  District  demonstrate 
an  excellent  state  of  affairs,  all  of  them,  except  one,  being  better 
than  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales  taken  as  a  whole.  The 
increase  in  population  of  the  Rural  District  continues  both  by  reason 
of  Local  Authority  and  Private  Overspill  housing,  and  by  reason  of 
excess  of  births  over  total  deaths  in  the  Rural  District.  This  excess 
of  births  above  deaths  adds  400  approximately  to  the  population 
each  year. 

Infectious  Diseases  have  been  moderate  or  mild  and  here  again 
the  statistics  are  excellent.  There  has  been  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
in  the  Rural  District  in  the  last  nine  years.  One  case  of  Infantile 
Paralysis  occurred  in  July,  1959,  in  an  unvaccinated  infant  and  was 
of  a  mild  type.  This  case  recovered  within  three  weeks.  Numbers 
of  Measles  cases  were  at  a  high  level  in  January  and  February,  1959, 
being  a  carrying  on  of  the  Measles  epidemic  which  commenced  in 
September,  1958.  One  case  of  suspected  Smallpox  was  investigated 
on  25th  March,  1959. 


I  sometimes  think  that  the  phraseology  used  in  connection  with 
drinking  water,  swimming  baths,  canals,  rivers  and  sewage  effluents 
is  not  generally  and  widely  understood.  When  the  Royal  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Sewage  Disposal  made  its  recommendations  on  river  waters, 
(these  rivers  having  previously  received  the  effluent  from  sewage 
works),  the  recommendations  involved  rough  chemical  tests  designed 
to  prevent  a  river  from  becoming  a  public  nuisance.  The  recom¬ 
mendations  were  in  no  way  related  to  the  domestic  use  of  water  for 
drinking  purposes.  To  qualify  for  drinking  water  purposes  and  for 
swimming  bath  purposes,  much  more  stringent  bacteriological  tests 
are  required. 

It  is  my  impression  that  with  the  increasing  tendency  to  treat 
patients  with  mental  illness  at  Outpatient  Departments,  and  to 
discharge  them  early  from  Hospital  where  they  have  been  as 
In-patients,  that  the  problems  of  the  care  of  such  patients  are 
increasingly  falling  on  the  Local  Authority.  Such  patients  present 
problems  of  housing  and  so  metimes  of  non-payment  of  rent.  I  seem 
to  have  seen  more  of  such  problems  in  the  last  year.  These  are  the 
people  who  will  need  special  sympathy.  Those  families  (not  large 
in  number)  who  have  a  double  medical  defect  present  some  of 
the  most  difficult  problems. 

A  County  Council  Clinic  is  nearing  completion  of  building  at 
Wombourn,  and  plans  have  just  been  passed  for  a  new  Clinic  to  be 
built  at  Codsall  (July,  1960). 


I  record  here  the  table  showing  the  growth  of  the  Rural  District 
which  is  occurring  by  reason  of  both  the  Local  Authority  and 
private  "Overspill”  building  within  the  Rural  District. 


The  Registrar  General’s  figures 
for  population — Seisdon  R.D.C. 

i 

Total  Number 
of  Births 
in  the  year 

Number  of  houses 
in  Seisdon 

June, 

1951 

22,322 

1951 

343 

April  1, 

1951 

6,388 

June, 

1952 

22,430 

1952 

335 

April  1, 

1952 

6,588 

June, 

1953 

23,630 

1953 

364 

April  1, 

1953 

6,819 

June, 

1954 

24,370 

1954 

413 

April  1, 

1954 

7,271 

June, 

1955 

26,220 

1955 

439 

April  1, 

1955 

7,906 

June, 

1956 

28,070 

1956 

511 

Tune  30,  1956 

8,981 

June, 

1957 

30,270 

1957 

616 

June  30, 

1957 

9,477 

June, 

1958 

31,650 

1958 

655 

June  30, 

1958 

10,396 

June, 

1959 

33.170 

1959 

669 

June  30, 

1959 

10,813 

June, 

I960 

— 

1960 

— 

June  30, 

1960 

11,200 
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I  include  the  statistics  for  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  in  the 
Rural  District  in  recent  years. 


Rate  of  Mortality 

in  England  and  Wales  Number  of  Deaths 

per  Million  Pop.  in  Seisdon  Rural  District 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Males 

t  emales 

Total 

1951 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

1952 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

1953 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

1954 

— 

— 

6 

4 

10 

1955 

693 

— 

8 

1 

9 

1956 

726 

— 

13 

— 

13 

1957 

759 

116 

8 

2 

10 

1958 

783 

119 

11 

1 

12 

1959 

831 

123 

9 

— 

9 

Of  male  deaths  from  cancer  in  England  and  Wales  in  1959, 
35%  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  The  statistics  of  Seisdon  Rural 
District  conform  to  this  percentage. 


Conferences  were  attended  as  follows  : — 


Dr.  A.  R.  Kennedy  attended  the  Conference  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Health  (Harrogate)  27th  April — 1st  May,  1959. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Robinson  attended  the  Conference  of  Institute  of 
Public  Cleansing  (Brighton)  9th — 1 21  h  Jane,  1959. 

Councillor  H.  E.  Weaver  (Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee)  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Roberts  attended  the  Conference  of 
Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  (Margate)  15th — 1 8th 
September,  1959. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  various  persons  for  their 
co-operation  and  advice  during  the  past  year  and  record  particular 
appreciation  of  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Mr.  A.  R.  Baskett,  Clerk  and  Chief  Financial  Officer  of  the  Rural 
District  Council,  Mr.  F.  Bagley,  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Rural 
District  Council,  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Roberts,  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  the  Rural  District  Council. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


ALAN  R.  KENNEDY. 


Section  A. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1959 

Area  :  41,990  acres,  i.e.  65  square  miles. 


Population  : 

1st  July,  1957 — Registrar  General  .  .  30,270 

1st  July,  1958 — Registrar  General  (  +  1,380)  31,650 

1st  July,  1959 — Registrar  General  (  +  1,520)  33,170 

1st  April,  1959 — Mr.  Robson  (Rating  Officer) 

Calculated  at  3.24  persons  per  house  .  .  34,945 

1st  April,  I960-— Mr.  Robson  (Rating  Officer) 

Calculated  at  3.24  persons  per  house  .  .  35,802 

The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Rural  District  at  : — 

1st  April,  1959  was  .  10,787 

30th  June,  1959  was  .  .  .  10,813  (estimated) 

1st  April,  1960  was  .  .  .  11,050 

30th  June,  1960  was  .  .  .  11,200  (estimated) 


Number  of  Council  Houses  at  31st  December,  1959 — 2,593 
Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £1,579 
Rateable  Value  1959-60  at  1/4/60— £401,177 
General  Rate  1959-60 — 17/4d.  in  the  £ 

plus  additional  items  in  certain  Parishes 
varying  from  2d.  to  6d. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

358 

311 

669 

Legitimate 

350 

305 

655 

Illegitimate 

8 

6 

14 

Still  Births 

Males 

Female 

Total 

Total 

10 

3 

13 

Legitimate 

9 

o 

f  > 

12 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

9 

7 

16 

Legitimate 

9 

r? 

/ 

16 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

8 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : 

Male  Female  Total 


Total  .  .  4  5  9 

Legitimate  .  4  5  9 


Illegitimate 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age  : 

Male  Female  Total 


Total 

3 

5 

8 

Legitimate 

3 

5 

8 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1958 

1959 

Eng.  & 

Eng.  & 

Eng.  & 

Seisdon 

Seisdon 

Wales 

W  ales 

Wales 

R.D.C. 

R.D.C. 

Number  of  Live  Births 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

655 

669 

population 

20.69 

20.16 

Comparability  Factor 

0.93 

0.91 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

16.1 

16.4 

16.5 

19.34 

18.85 

Still  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live 

20 

13 

and  still  births 

22.5 

21.6 

20.7 

29.6 

19.1 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . 

655+20 

682 

=  675 

Infant  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

8 

16 

1,000  live  births — total 

23.1 

22.5 

22.0 

12.2 

23.9 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  live  births — legitimate . 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

12.6 

24.4 

1,000  live  births — illegitimate 
Neo-Natal  Death  Rate — i.e. 
deaths  in  first  four  weeks  of 

Nil 

Nil 

life  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  live  births  per 

16.5 

16.2 

15.8 

10.68 

13.5 

cent  of  total  live  births 

4.9% 

■"i  1  0/ 
n.  r  /o 

3.3% 

2.1% 

Maternal  Deaths  (including 

Nil 

Nil 

Abortion) 

*2 

Deaths 
occurred 
in  Preg¬ 
nancy 
from 
other 
coincid- 

ing 

diseases. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  live  and  still  births 

0.47 

0.43 

0.38 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  of  age  .  . .  8 


Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  of  age  for  1,000  total  live  births  1L9 
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POPULATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  growth  of  the  population  within 
the  district. 

Columns  2  and  3  are  extracts  from  the  Registrar  General’s 
Comity  Report  for  Staffordshire  following  the  Census  of  1951. 

Column  4  is  an  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  the  30th  June, 
1959  based  on  a  figure  of  3.24  persons  per  inhabited  dwelling. 


Parish 

Population 

1931 

Population 

1951 

Population 

Estimated 

30.6.59 

Bobbington 

376 

560 

405 

Codsall 

2,172 

2,868 

6,013 

Enville 

642 

605 

599 

Himley 

381 

421 

372 

Kinver 

3,800 

4,490 

5,670 

Lower  Penn 

571 

1,611 

2,067 

Pats  hull  . 

204 

187 

178 

Pattingham 

708 

1,006 

1,198 

Swindon  . 

486 

537 

582 

Trysull  and  Seisdon 

604 

748 

842 

Wombourn 

2,469 

3,838 

8,518 

Wrottesley 

1,437 

5,451 

8,586 

13,850 

22,322 

35,030 

10,813 

dwellings 

Population  of  Children  of  Age  up  to  15  years  of  age 

If  England  and  Wales  having  a  total  population  of 

45,386,000 

have  a  child  population  (age  0-15  years) 

of 

10,388,000 

Then  Seisdon  Rural  District  with  a  population 

of 

33,170 

has  a  child  population  (age  0-15  years) 

of 

7,590 

Approx. 

This  implies  that  there  are  approximately  2,530  children  in  each 
age  group  of  0-5  years,  5-10  years  and  10-15  years  being  within 
Seisdon  Rural  District. 
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DEATHS 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Eng.  & 

Eng.  & 

Eng.  & 

Wales 

Wales 

Wales 

Seisdon 

Seisdon 

Seisdon 

Deaths  (at  all  ages)  : 

Total  for  Seisdon  :  257 

246 

Males  137 

130 

Females  120 

116 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion 

7.69 

8.12 

7.44 

Comparability  Factor 

1.35 

1.35 

1.40 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

11.5 

1 1.7 

11.6 

10.38 

10.96 

10.4 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or 
in  consequence  of  Child-birth 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

2,333/m 

Males 

1,890/m 

Females 

45 

52 

55 

Including — 

Deaths  from  Carcinoma 

759  per 

783  per 

831  per 

8  cases 

11 

9  cases 

(Cancer)  of  the  Lung — Males . 

million 

million 

million 

popula’n 

popula’n 

popula’n 

Deaths  from  Carcinoma 

116  per 

1 1 9  per 

123  per 

2  cases 

1 

Nil 

(Cancer)  of  the  Lung — Females 

million 

million 

million 

popula’n 

popula’n 

popula’n 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 
(all  ages) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  old) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle 
Accidents  (Seisdon  residents) 

4 

2 

1 

Deaths  from  Other  Accidents 

5 

9 

9 

Live  births  exceeded  total 
deaths  by 

383 

398 

423 

II 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1959 

M.  F. 

Tubereulosis,  respiratory  .  1  - 

Tuberculosis,  other  .  -  - 

Syphilitic  disease  .  1  - 

Diphtheria  .  -  - 

Whooping  cough  .  -  - 

Meningococcal  infections  . .  -  - 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .  .  . .  .  .  -  - 

Measles  .  .  .  . .  - 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  1  - 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  (cancer)  . .  4  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  (cancer)  .  9  - 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  (cancer)  .  -  5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  (cancer)  .  -  - 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  (cancer)  16  17 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  1  1 

Diabetes  .  1  4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  11  14 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  24  13 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ......  , .  .  2  3 

Other  heart  disease  .  20  20 

Other  circulatory  disease  . .  1  4 

Influenza  .  3  1 

Pneumonia  ......  ......  5  6 

Bronchitis  .  11  3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . .  1  - 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  -  - 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  .  ......  1  - 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  -  - 

Hyperplasis  of  prostrate  .  ......  -  - 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ......  -  - 

Congenital  malformations  .  1  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  . .  13  11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  -  1 

All  other  accidents  .  ......  .  . .  3  6 

Suicide  -  3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . .  .......  .  -  - 

130  116 
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BIRTH  RATES 


SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1947 

400 

19.2 

20.5 

1948 

358 

16.4 

17.9 

1949 

349 

15.9 

16.7 

1950 

339 

15.5 

15.8 

1951 

343 

15.4 

15.5 

1952 

335 

14.9 

15.3 

1953 

364 

15.4 

15.5 

1954 

413 

17.4 

15.2 

1955 

439 

17.2 

15.0 

1956 

511 

17.11 

15.7 

1957 

616 

18.9 

16.1 

1958 

655 

19.34 

16.4 

1959 

669 

18.35 

16.5 

DEATH  RATES 


Year 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Standardised 
Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1949 

212 

10.4 

11.7 

1950 

202 

9.0 

11.6 

1951 

254 

11.4 

12.5 

1952 

200 

9.6 

11.3 

1953 

226 

9.6 

10.3 

11.4 

1954 

217 

8.9 

9.4 

11.3 

1955 

252 

9.6 

10.2 

11.7 

1956 

268 

9.5 

12.38 

11.7 

1957 

233 

7.7 

10.38 

11.5 

1958 

257 

8.1 

10.96 

11.7 

1959 

246 

7.4 

10.4 

11.6 
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LOCALITY-DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1959 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Paralytic 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Dysentery  . 
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AGE-GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1959 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1959 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

! 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

1  to  3  months  ] 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  one  year 

Prematurity  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malforma- 
of  the  Lungs 

4 

4 

4 

Carcinoma  of  Kidney 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Mongolism 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Broncho — Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Hydrocephalus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

8 

1 

— 

— 

9 

1 

2 

— 

4 

16 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


Year 

SEISDOIM 

England  and 
Wales  Rate 
per  1,000 
Births 

Average 
(Seisdon)  for 
last  5  years 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1947 

400 

9 

22.5 

41 

-  ■  . 

1948 

358 

11 

32.5 

34 

— 

1949 

349 

13 

37.6 

32 

— 

1950 

339 

7 

20.6 

29 

— 

1951 

343 

9 

26.2 

30 

— 

1952 

335 

4 

11.9 

28 

— 

1953 

364 

7 

19.2 

26.8 

— 

1954 

413 

7 

16.9 

25.5 

— 

1955 

439 

8 

18.2 

24.9 

18.5 

1956 

511 

IS 

35.2 

23.8 

20.3 

1957 

616 

5 

8.1 

23.0 

19.5 

1958 

655 

8 

12.2 

22.5 

18.1 

1959 

669 

16 

23.9 

22.0 

19.5 

PERI-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 


(i.e. ,  stillbirths  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age  per 
1,000  total  live  births  and  stillbirths). 


England  and  Wales 

Seisdon  R.D. 

1956  . 

36.8 

36.6 

1957  . 

36.2 

24 

1958  ...... 

35.1 

37 

1959  . 

34.2 

31 
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Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT 

This  Section  is  essentially  the  same  as  was  reported  on  in 
detail,  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Report  for  1957. 


In  addition  : — 

1.  €11  nlcs 

♦ 

There  is  a  County  Council  Clinic  now  in  being  (for  Infant 
Welfare  purposes)  at  Billbrook. 

2.  General  Council  for  Health  Education 

The  Rural  District  Council  are  subscribers  to  the  C.C.H.E. 
and  use  is  made  of  C.C.H.E.  publications,  etc.  for  the  purposes 
of  Health  Education  within  the  Rural  District. 

3.  Health  Education 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  given  lectures  and 
organised  films  on  appropriate  subjects  at  Schools,  etc. 

4.  Old  Persons 

The  Rural  District  Council  make  a  financial  contribution  to 
the  Womens’  Voluntary  Service  of  Codsall  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  support  to  their  “Meals  on  Wheels”  Service  to  old 
persons. 

5.  Delegation  of  County  Council  Health  Functions 

A  meeting  at  Stafford  was  held  on  13.2.59  to  consider  the 
delegation  of  Health  and  Welfare  Functions  direct  to  the 
District  Councils  of  the  County. 
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Section  C.  (1) 

Within  the  Rural  District,  45  cesspools  are  emptied  each  week, 
and  54 5  different  cesspools  were  visited  at  least  once  in  1959.  For 
pan  closets  the  figure  is  4B8  being  emptied  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  each  week. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  Bagley,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  the 

Council’s  Surveyor,  for  the  following  report  on  Sewage  Disposal 
Schemes,  Housing  and  Water.  The  Report  is  dated  25th  May, 
1960. 

SEWERAGE  AMD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  extensions. to  the  Wombourn  Sewerage  Disposal  Works  at 
Heath  Mill,  are  now  well  advanced  and  when  completed  at  the  end 
of  the  year  will  ensure  that  complete  treatment  is  given  to  all 
properties  situated  within  the  area  reserved  for  development  in  the 
Wombourn  district.  The  supplementary  improvements  to  the  main 
outfall  sewer  to  the  Wombourn  works  consisting  of  a  storm  water 
overflow  manhole  and  an  additional  inverted  syphon  under  the 
canal  at  Giggetty  have  also  been  completed  during  the  year. 

Detailed  schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  have  been 
completed  for  Swindon  and  Ivingswood.  The  Kingswood  scheme  is 
held  up  pending  the  purchase  of  the  sewage  works  site.  Detailed 
plans  have  also  been  completed  for  the  Himley  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  extension  which  is  urgently  required,  but  this  scheme  is  also 
held  up  pending  the  purchase  of  the  site. 

The  alterations  and  improvements  to  the  Codsall  Ejector 
Station  are  well  in  hand  and  the  new  air  main  and  rising  main  along 
.Station  Road  and  Wood  Road,  Codsall  have  been  completed.  The 
alterations  to  the  arrangements  at  the  Smestow  Pumping  Station 
necessitated  by  the  extra  flow  which  will  be  received  from  the 
Wombourn  Industrial  Estate  have  also  been  completed. 

WATER 

A  tender  has  now  been  accepted  by  the  District  Council  for  the 
3"  dia.  water  main  extension  to  the  Beacon  Dane  area  of  Kinver. 
This  extension  has  been  delayed  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
satisfactory  contributions  from  persons  deriving  benefit  from  the 
supply,  but  the  matter  has  now  been  satisfactorily  resolved  and  the 
work  will  proceed  in  the  near  future. 

MOUSING 

After  an  interval  of  several  years  108  Council  houses  were 
completed  during  1959  making  a  total  of  2,299  completed  since 
1 945.  The  Council  have  new  purchased  sufficient  land  to  meet  their 
outstanding  overspill  committments  and  at  the  31st  December, 
1959,  328  houses  were  in  course  of  erection.  A  total  of  293  private 
houses  were  also  completed  during  1959. 
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Section  C.  (2)— WATER 


The  Ministry  of  Health  classify  drinking  water  into  : 


Class  One 
Class  Two 
Class  Three 
Class  Four 


Pi  resumptive  colifovm 
count  for  100  ml. 

Less  than  .1 


1  —  2 

3—10 

(More  than  10) 


Highly  Satisfactory  . 

Satisfactory  . 

Suspicious 
Unsatisfactory 
In  a  year  50%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1. 

80%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1  or  2. 
the  remaining  20%  of  samples  should  not  be  below  Class  3. 
Chlorinated  piped  supplies  ought  all  to  come  into  Class  1. 


The  Public  Health  Department  has  itself  maintained  an 
intensive  series  of  bacteriological  tests  on  the  water  supplies  of  the 
District.  In  addition,  the  Water  Undertakings  have  taken  their 
own  tests. 


The  water  supply  of  the  district,  apart  from  small  wells,  has 
been  mainly  provided  by  the  following  three  water  undertakings 
(reading  from  north  to  south  of  the  Rural  District)  : — 

(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  which 
supplies  the  Parishes  of  Codsall,  Wrottesley,  Wrottesley 
(Detached),  Pattingham,  Lower  Penn,  Wombourn,  Trysull, 
Seisdon,  Himiey  and  Swindon. 

(b)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  which  supplies 
Kinver,  Enville  and  Bobbington. 

(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  which  supplies 
the  Iverley  portion  of  Kinver  and  part  of  Bobbington. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  respective  Water  Engineers  of  the  above 
mentioned  Water  Authorities  for  the  following  reports  : — 


(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

(1)  The  water  supplied  to  the  Parishes  concerned  in  your 
Rural  District  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 
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(2)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  results  of  bacteriolog¬ 
ical  examinations  of  water  going  into  distribution  : — 


Number 

of 

Samples 

Presumptive  ( 
per  1( 

foli-Aerog 
)0  ml. 

■enes 

0 

1-2 

3-10 

Over  10 

Total  number  of 
Bacteriological 
examinations 
taken 

918 

879 

19 

13 

7 

Percentage  of 
samples  taken . 

95.8 

2.1 

1.4 

0.7 

Of  these  918  samples  taken  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Water  Undertaking  in  the  year,  95.8%  were 
' 'highly  satisfactory.”  Subsequent  to  treatment  at  the 
works,  where  necessary,  there  has  been  no  known 
contamination  of  the  supply.  Including  also  water 
which  was  tested  before  and  during  treatment  a  total 
of  1,913  water  samples  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  by  the  W.C.W.U. 

(3)  The  water  supplied  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

(4)  The  water  was  treated  by  the  W.C.W.U.  at  its  water 
works. 

Chemical  analyses  were  also  made  of  the  thirteen 
different  sources  of  supply  and  results  were  satisfactory. 

(5)  Total  population  supplied  by  the  W.C.W.U.  on  31st 
December,  1959,  was  324,500. 

(b)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company 

(1)  The  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  Rural  District  which 
are  served  by  the  South  Staffs.  Waterworks  Co.  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  It  comes  from 
Ashwood  and  Kinver  Pumping  Stations. 


Number 

Number  entirely  free 

samples 

from  coliform 

taken 

bacteria 

Ashwood  raw  water 

104 

100 

were  “highly  satisfactory’ 

Ashwood  Chlorinated  water 

104 

97 

were  “highly  satisfactory’ 

Kinver  chlorinated  water 

50 

50 

were  “highly  satisfactory’ 

Kinver  Reservoir 

52 

'52 

were  “highly  satisfactory’ 
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Chlorination  is  practised  as  a  precautionary  measure  at 
both  of  the  supplying  stations.  Chemical  examinations 
were  done  on 

18  samples  from  Ashwood  Pumping  Station, 
and  on  52  samples  from  Kinver  Pumping  Station. 

(3)  Water  from  the  Supplying  stations  does  not  have  a 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

(4)  In  the  case  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of 
burst  mains,  cleaning  out  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency 
chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus  and  staff 
are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains  are  not  brought 
into  use  until  a  sample  of  water  from  them  is  found  to  be 
satisfactory  on  testing. 

(5)  Tests  taken  by  the  Rural  District  Council  on  7th 
January,  1959,  14th  October,  1959  and  also  on  24th 
February,  1960,  showed  no  lead  content  in  the  drinking 
water. 

fc)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department 

This  water  supplies  about  50  houses  in  Iverley. 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  by 
Birmingham  of  the  water  at  Elan  Aqueduct  at  Ludlow. 
Twenty-three  out  of  twenty-four  samples  were  ‘  ‘highly 
satisfactory"  at  Ludlow.  One  of  the  twent}/-four 
samples  gave  an  unsatisfactory  result  at  Ludlow.  The 
Public  Health  Department  of  Seisdon  Rural  District 
have  taken  samples  of  this  water  periodically  at 
Iverley.  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council  operate  con¬ 
tinuously  a  small  chlorinating  plant  just  inside  their 
boundary  for  the  water  supplied  to  these  fifty  houses  at 
Iverley.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  addition  by 
ourselves  of  chlorine  to  the  strength  of  between  0.25  and 
0.5  parts  per  million  is  producing  a  water  which  is 
"highly  satisfactory"  as  shown  by  four  tests  out  of  five 
(taken  at  Iverley). 

(3)  The  raw  Elan  water  has  a  slight  plumbo-solvent  action 
which  is  neutralised  with  hydrated  lime  before  entering 
the  Aqueduct. 
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(d)  Bilston  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

Control  of  the  former  Bilston  Corporation  Water  Under¬ 
taking  passed  to  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water 
Undertaking  on  1st  April,  1959. 


(e)  Further  to  the  above  mentioned  undertakings  there  are  the 
private  estates  of  Patshull  Hall.  The  position  here  is  as  stated 
in  the  Annual  Report  of  1955.  A  central  reservoir  tank  on 
bacteriological  testing  occasionally  shows  pollution.  A  sepa¬ 
rate  chlorinated  supply  to  the  Hall  and  Hospital  section  exists. 
This  separate  supply  to  the  Hospital  gave  bad  results  in  one 
short  series  of  tests  around  14th  October,  1959.  The  financial 
aspect  of  giants  and  contributions  is  being  investigated. 


(f)  Burnhill  Green  Village  Borehole 

This  is  maintained  by  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council.  It 
supplies  the  western  half  of  Burnhill  Green  Village.  Fourteen 
out  of  fifteen  samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological  testing 
in  1959  were  “highly  satisfactory."  Chlorination  is  by  a 
Wallace  and  Tiernan  apparatus  which  is  replenished  every  one 
or  two  weeks.  A  new  reserve  pump  was  approved  by  the 
Rural  Distiict  Council  for  this  site  in  March,  1959. 


(g)  Enville  and  Bobbington 

An  area  of  approximately  four  square  miles  in  the  western 
portion  of  Enville  and  Bobbington  Parishes  is  to  receive  a  new 
mains  supply.  The  original  source  of  this  water  is  to  be  from 
the  Birmingham  Water  Undertaking.  A  bulk  supply  of  this 
water  is  to  come  from  and  via  Bridgnorth  Rural  District. 

(h)  Swimming  Pool 

A  large  swimming  pool  at  an  hotel  in  Kinver  Parish  is  tested 
chemicallv  and  b a c t e r i o  1  o gi call y  through  the  season  bv  our 
Department.  It  gave  excellent  results  and  conformed  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  standards.  It  was  tested  for  P.H.  value, 
residual  chlorine  content,  and  bacteriological  test  each  week. 
Of  47  bacteriological  tests  in  1959.  47  were  "highly  satis¬ 
factory."  The  source  of  the  water  is  the  South  Staffs  Water 
Companies’  main  supply  originating  from  its  pumping  station 
at  Kinver.  The  method  of  treatment  is  continuous  S-12 
hour  chlorination,  filtration,  alum  and  soda  treatment  each 
day.  Water  at  the  surface  overflow  points  goes  to  waste 
and  is  not  returned  to  the  swimming  bath.  Water  is  replaced 
daily  from  the  mains  supply.  The  bulk  of  the  water  is  changed 
each  April.  The  bacteriological  results  are  excellent. 


(i)  Chemical  Analyses 

Charges  for  chemical  analyses  are  to  be  charged  directly  to 
the  Rural  District  Council  in  future.  Previously  they  had  been 
paid  for  by  the  County  Council  (Sept.,  1958). 

(j)  New  Wood — Stourton 

Shortage  of  water  occurred  in  Stourton  and  New  Wood 
districts  of  Kinver  in  the  Summer  of  1959.  This  matter  is  to 
be  remedied  by  de-scaling  of  the  interior  of  the  water  pipe  lines. 

(k)  Fluorine 

A  “fluorine  in  drinking  water"  sample  on  1 1-2-1959  at 
Ash  wood  (S.  Staffs  Water  Co.)  gave  a  result  of  0.062  parts  per 
million.  On  24-2-1959  at  Wrottesley  Park  (Wolverhampton 
C.W.U.)  gave  a  result  of  0.112  parts  per  million.  These 
quantities  are,  of  course,  far  too  low  to  have  any  beneficial 
effect  on  the  prevention  of  dental  decay. 

(l)  Kinver 

A  new  water  supply  to  the  Greyfield  Court  area  of  Kinver 
was  approved  by  the  Rural  District  Council  in  principle  in 
N  o  vem  ber,  1 959. 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING 

The  general  policy  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  regard 
to  its  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  two  parts  : — 

I.  The  representation  and  passing  of  Demolition  Orders  or 
Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  houses  and  country  cottages 
where  one  or  two  only  are  involved. 

II  The  representation  of  Clearance  Areas  where  groups  of 
four  or  more  houses  are  involved.  In  1959-1960  three 
Clearance  Areas  have  been  put  forward  : — 

No.  1 — Sept.,  1959 — High  Street,  Kinver 
No.  2 — Sept.,  1959 — Church  Road,  Codsall 
No.  3 — Dec.,  1959 — Station  Road,  Codsall. 


At.  May,  1959,  there  had  been  56  Houses  represented  for 
Demolition  Orders,  etc.,  plus  80  Wrottesley  Park  Huts  occupied 
i.e.  Total  136  Houses  officially  accepted  as  for  Demolition  or 
Closing. 

Mr.  Badger  (Housing  Manager)  kindly  supplied  the  following 
details  : — 

Ms  at 

olst  December,  1959 


No.  of  Premises  occupied  at  Wrottesley 

Park  .  74 

No.  of  ex- Army  Huts  at  Kinver .  .  6 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  in  Seisdon 

R.D.C.  at  December  31st,  1959  2,593 

Number  of  families  on  the  waiting  list  for 
Local  Authority  Houses  : 

April,  1959  864 

April,  1960  778 


In  December,  1959,  74  families  were  still  in  residence  in  ex- 
Arm}"  Huts  at  Wrottesley  Park.  Representation  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  been  made  to  the  Rural  District  Council 
concerning  (a)  the  poor  general  condition  of  these  huts  ;  (b)  their 

sewerage  systems  in  Autumn,  1959  and  also  in  February,  1960. 


Number  of  families  housed  in  traditional  dwellings  : 

January,  1959  to  3Ls4  December,  1959 

Re-lets  84  (Overspill) 

Re-lets  44  (Seisdon) 

New  dwellings  .  44  (Seisdon) 

Improvement  Grants- — Housing 

Amounts  approved  in  the  year  up  to  31.3.58  £29,359 

,,  „  „  31.3.59  £14,000 

„  „  „  31.3.60  £13,218 

(55  properties  involved) 
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Section  E. 


School  Premises 

Reports  on  the  following  School  Premises  have  been  sent  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  relation  to  various  defects, 
e.g.  of  structure,  of  food  hygiene,  of  school  meals  and  kitchen 
facilities,  of  overcrowding,  of  dampness,  or  of  heating,  etc.  — 

Swindon  School 
Codsall  C.E.  School 
Kinver  Infant  School 
Lane  Green  School,  Bilbrook 
Codsall  C.S.M.  School. 


Section  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 

Cases  Notified  Deaths 

1955  . 

. . 13 

I95G 

.  12 

1957  . 

.  21 

1 958  . 

.  36 

1959  . 

.  34 

Whooping  Cough 

Incidence 

Deaths 

1951 —  131  cases . 

1952— 159  ,,  

7.09  per  1,000  pop. 

l 

1953—78  „  . 

.  3.3 

f  9 

— 

1954  120  ,,  . 

.  4.9 

!  ? 

— 

1955—  33  ,, 

1.2 

y  > 

— 

1956—  21  „ 

.  0.75 

f  y 

— 

1957—104  „  . 

.  3.4 

y  y 

— 

1958—  30  „  . 

. .  0.94 

>  ? 

— 

1959—  13  . 

.  0.39 

9  ? 

— 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  available  at  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  at  the  Genera) 
Practitioners’  Surgeries. 
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Numbers 

of  children 

immunised 

against  Whooping  Cough 

have  been  as 

1953 

follows  : — 

Primary  Immunisation . 

20 

Reinforcement 

Immunisation 

1954 

Primary 

j>  * . 

131 

— 

1955 

Primary 

9  9  . 

139 

24 

1956 

Primary 

9  9  . 

183 

9 

1957 

Primary 

9  3 

167 

13 

1958 

Primary 

9  9  . 

320 

— 

1959 

Primary 

99  * . 

287 

— 

Measles 

1952 

Cases 

Notified  Deaths 

110 

1953 

423 

— 

1954 

12 

— 

1955 

418 

1 

1956 

.  .  .  T  .  Y 

,  , 

21 

— 

1957 

410 

— - 

1958 

635 

— 

1959 

378 

— 

There  was  a  high  incidence  of  Measles  in  January  and  February, 
1959  involving  chiefly  the  southern  half  of  the  Rural  District. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  year.  There  has  not 
been  one  case  of  Diphtheria  reported  in  Seisdon  Rural  District  in 
the  whole  of  the  last  nine  years.  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
is  available  at  Clinics  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  also  at 
the  General  Practitioners’  Surgeries. 

Numbers  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  have  been 
as  follows  ; — - 


Age 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Primary  Imms. 

;  0-  4 

226 

184 

371 

419 

438 

486 

Primary  Imms-, 

5-14 

72 

57 

68 

49 

25 

21 

Reinforcement  Imms . 

Reinforcement  Imms . 

O'-  4 
5-14 

j>455 

7 

405 

10 

315 

12 

246 

26 

176 

20 

102 

Total  . 

753 

653 

764 

726 

665 

629 

In  the  last  five  years,  1,898  children  under  the  age  of  5  have 
been  immunised  against  Diphtheria.  If  we  assume  a  child  popula¬ 
tion  of  2,530  under  5  years  of  age,  and  if  the  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
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tion  programme  continues  with  the  same  strength,  then  the  Rural 
District  Council  has  approximately  70-75%  of  children  under  5  years 
of  age  protected  against  Diphtheria. 

Newspaper  advertisements  were  made  in  March,  1959,  to  give 
notice  of  times  and  places  at  which  immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
is  available  at  Clinics  within  the  Rural  District.  Posters  advising 
on  Diphtheria  immunisation  were  also  distributed  to  Schools  and  to 
Parish  Councils,  etc. 

Infantile  Paralysis  (Poliomyelitis) 

During  20  years  of  available  records  there  have  been  24  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  and  one  death. 

Cases  Deaths 


1957  5  1 

1958  0  0 

1959  1  0 


Two  out  of  the  five  1957  cases  are  showing  severe  and  extensive 
paralysis  three  years  after  their  illness.  Figures  for  Polioirp/elitis 
vaccinations  are  held  at  the  Area  Health  Offices.  It  is  believed  that 
the  acceptance  rate  on  behalf  of  Seisdon  children  is  very  good.  As 
far  as  School  Children  are  concerned  the  acceptance  rate  is  probably 
approaching  70%.  The  one  case  which  occurred  in  July,  1959,  was 
so  mild  and  made  such  a  quick  recovery  as  to  leave  some  doubts  as 
to  whether  it  was  a  genuine  case  of  Poliomylelitis.  There  has 
noted  a  tendency  in  recent  years  for  Poliomyelitis  cases  to  occur  in 
our  Rural  District  in  the  unusual  months  of  December  and  January. 
This  is  a  contrast  from  England  and  Wales,  where  most  cases  occur 
in  August,  September  and  October. 

Food  Poisoning— Salmonella  Infection,  etc. 

1959 — No  case  occurred. 

Dysentery 

12  cases  notified  in  1959.  Ten  of  them  occurred  in  a  modern 
Lower  Penn  School  in  June,  1959. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

One  case  occurred  in  Wrottesley,  a  lady  aged  53  who  made  a 
good  recovery.  Also  one  case  died  at  the  age  of  4  months  from 
pyogenic  meningitis. 

Smallpox 

In  April,  1959,  a  suspected  case  of  Smallpox  was  investigated 
and  found  not  to  be  Smallpox.  A  girl  aged  17  years,  had  flown  home 
from  Hong  Kong,  and  came  to  reside  in  Lower  Penn. 
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Smallpox— Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Initial  V accinations 

Under  one  year  .  .  .  260 

Age  group  1-4  .  .  .  33 

Age  group  5-14  .  .  10 

Age  group  15  and  over  . .  .  10 
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Re-vaccinations  - - 

Age  group  1-4  .  .  .  - 

Age  group  5-14  .  .  1 

Age  group  15  and  over  .  .  12 


lo 

Paratyphoid  — 

The  case  of  Paratyphoid  B  referred  to  in  last  years  report 
continued  to  carry  the  infection  from  March,  1958  until  January, 
i960.  Then  she  removed  from  Iversley  to  live  in  an  adjoining 
town. 

Cases  Admitted  to  Hospital 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  was  9. 

1  case  of  Measles  to  Moxley  Hospital. 

2  cases  of  Pneumonia  to  Cosford  R.A.F.  Hospital. 

I  case  of  „  Moxley  Hospital. 

1  case  of  „  Wordsley  Hospital. 

1  case  of  „  Burton  Road  Hospital. 

1  case  of  Meningococcal  Septicaemia  to  the  Royal  Hospital. 

1  case  of  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  to  the  Royal  Hospital. 

I  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  to  Moxley  Hospital. 

Swabs  and  Specimens  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 

Nose  and  Throat  .  .  .  27 


Sputa  . .  . . .  78 

Faeces  .  .  . .  .  32 

Urine  . .  .  .  .  2 


The  great  majority  of  the  sputa  were  submitted  by  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer. 

General  Measures 

School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  carefully  scruti- 
ised  and  made  prompt  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  guidance  and 
location. 

Terminal  disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  by  means  of 
formaldehyde  lamps  and  disinfectant  fluids  is  carried  out  in 
necessary  cases. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits  all  cases  where  environ¬ 
mental  home  conditions  are  poor,  and  investigation  and  advice  as 
appropriate  is  given.  Appreciation  is  here  recorded  of  the  co¬ 
operation  and  help  given  by  the  Housing  Committee  of  Seisdon 
Rural  District  Council  in  giving  priority  to  the  housing  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  M.O.H.  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  This  priority  consists 
in  awarding  a  variable  number  of  housing  points  according  to 
whether  the  case  of  an  open  sputum  positive  case  or  not,  and  takes 
account  also  of  the  number  and  condition  of  the  children. 

Mass  X-Ray  is  available  (without  previous  appointment)  at 
New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  every  Monday  morning  and 
at  Priory  Road,  Dudley  on  certain  Friday  afternoons. 

Seventeen  people  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs 
moved  into  houses  in  Seisdon  Rural  District  during  the  year.  This 
is  seven  more  than  the  number  of  new  cases  originating  in  the  Rural 
District  itself.  Many  of  these  cases  are  quiescent,  and  most  of  them 
come  from  the  Black  Country. 

P i  1 l  m on  a ry  N on- Pulmona ry 
Male  Female  Male  Female 

On  register  31-12-58  103  90  11  13 

Cases  entered  on 

register,  1959  .  9  18  -  1 

Cases  removed  from 

register  during  1 959  .  9  8  4  5 

Remaining  on  register 

31-12-59 


103 


100 


7 


9 


Total  Number  of  Cases  on  Register 


At 

At 

At 

At 

At 

31/12/55 

31/12/56 

31/12/57 

31/12/58 

31/12/59 

Pulmonary— Male  . 

75 

88 

95 

103 

103 

Pulmonary — Female 

55 

63 

82 

90 

100 

Non-Pulmonary- — Male 

10 

9 

10 

11 

7 

Non-Pulmonary — Female  . 

9 

11 

13 

13 

9 

Total 

149 

171 

200 

217 

219 

Number  for  1,000  popula¬ 
tion  (Seisdon) 

5.68 

6.1 

6.1 

6.85 

6.6 

Average  for  Staffs.  C.C.  per 
1,000  population 

9.7 

9.9 

9.7 

9.8 

— 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Seis¬ 
don  Residents  (Tuberculosis) 

Nil 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Localisation  of  Tuberculosis  in  Mew  Cases  Notified  in  1957-1959 


1957 

1957 

1957 

1958 

1958 

1958 

1959 

1959 

1959 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Lungs 

7 

7 

14 

8 

5 

13 

4 

6 

10 

Bone,  Lumbar  Spine 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meninges 

— 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Kidney 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

9 

16 

9 

6 

15 

4 

6 

10 

TUBERCULOSIS— INCIDENCE  RATE  OF  NEW  CASES 

(Per  100,000  persons) 


Respiratory  TB. 

Average 

1953—57  1958 

Non- Respiratory  TB. 

1953—57  1958 

Staffs.  C.C. 

74 

51 

8 

6 

Seisdon  R.D. 

1957 

46 

1957 

6.6 

1958 

44 

1958 

3.1 

1959 

30 

1959 

Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  LUNG 

Compare  Incidence  Rate  per  100,000  of  Population 

1958 

Average 

1953-57 

Smethwick 

139 

157 

Bury 

36 

36 

Wolverhampton 

84 

96 

Staffordshire 

51 

74 

England  &  Wales  59 

. 

77 

One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  died  from  the  effect  of 
cancer  of  the  lung. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
igf  the  year  1959 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report  upon  the 
work  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Food  premises  generally  throughout  the  district  have  now  been 
brought  up  to  a  satisfactory  standard  and  our  concerted  efforts  in 
this  direction  have  resulted  in  the  many  improvements  recorded. 
We  shall  now  pay  special  attention  to  the  personal  hygiene  and 
methods  of  food  handlers,  for  unless  food  is  properly  handled  the 
value  of  good  premises  is  lost.  One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspec¬ 
tion  was  again  accomplished,  but  only  through  the  continued 
diligence  of  your  officers.  After  waiting  so  long  for  some  effective 
control  of  diseased  meat,  it  was  disappointing  that  The  Meat 
(Staining  and  Sterilization)  Regulations,  1959,  which  were  to  have 
come  into  operation  on  April  1st,  were  revoked  before  ever  taking 
effect.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall  not  have  to  wait  so  long  again 
for  the  fresh  regulations  to  be  made. 

An  important  step  in  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  was  made 
by  the  declaration  of  three  clearance  areas  during  the  year.  The 
adoption  of  clearance  area  procedure  where  possible  instead  of 
dealing  with  houses  only  as  individually  unfit  will  ensure  the  proper 
clearance  and  redevelopment  of  sites.  Overall  progress  with  the 
clearance  of  unfit  houses  continued  in  step  with  the  five  year 
programme  commenced  in  1955,  and  a  number  of  farm  workers’ 
cottages  have  had  to  be  dealt  with  because  of  their  condition. 
There  is  an  erroneous  trend  of  thought  in  some  directions  that  rural 
workers  should  not  expect  the  same  housing  standards  as  they  would 
in  the  town.  The  standard  of  fitness  as  defined  in  the  Housing  Act 
applies  equally  to  town  and  country  and  I  can  see  no  just  reason  why 
the  housing  accommodation  of  families  within  the  rural  areas  should 
be  any  less  comparable  with  that  in  the  town.  The  improvement 
grant  system,  supplemented  by  the  new  standard  grants  of  the 
House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  which  came  into  operation 
in  June,  is  of  real  value  for  the  more  soundly  built  older  houses,  but 
it  is  essential  that  the  conditions  relating  to  the  general  fitness  of  the 
house  and  its  expected  future  life  are  satisfactorily  complied  with. 
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The  continual  rapid  growth  of  the  district  necessitates  a  close 
and  constant  supervision  of  the  cleansing  services,  and  the  fact  that 
the  standard  of  efficiency  has  been  maintained  pays  tribute  to  the 
team  of  men  who  perform  the  many  unpleasant  and  arduous  tasks 
that  form  the  background  of  this  vital  public  health  work. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  confidence  and  support,  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  Officials,  for 
their  help  and  co-operation  and  to  all  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Staff  for  their  assistance  throughout  the  year. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


July,  1980. 


E.  H.  ROBERTS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Total  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  5,498 

Number  of  complaints  received  .  .  .  669 

Informal  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  227 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  19 

Informal  Notices  complied  .  .  .  168 

Statutory  Notices  complied  .  .  .  12 


NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

OFFICERS 


Public  Health  Acts 

Complaints  .  .  ......  .  .  .  202 

Revisits  . .  .  .  .  .  .  151 

Drainage  .  . .  .  .  .  .  730 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  . .  .  .  238 

Dirty  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Verminous  Premises  .  .  .  .  3 

Accumulations  .  . .  .  .  .  20 

Piggeries  .  .  .  . .  .  24 

Other  Animals  kept  .  .  .  .  9 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  .  .  .  118 

Camping  Grounds  .  .  .  .  .  85 
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Water  Supply  .  .  .  . .  .  129 

Swimming  Pools  .  .  .  .  .  46 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  .  .  30 

River  Pollution  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  .  .  .  12 

Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Refuse  Collection  .  .  .  . ,  .  323 

Refuse  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  155 

Salvage  Recovery  .  .  .  .  22 

Rodent  Control  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Insect  Pests  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Miscellaneous  Interviews  .  .  .  .  207 

Housing  Acts 

Primary  Inspections  .  .  .  .  317 

Re-Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  481 

Preliminary  Surveys  .  .  .  .  244 

Overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Improvement  Grants  .  .  .  .  72 

Rent  Act  .  .  .  17 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Butchers  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  78 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  .  .  .  .  62 

Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  54 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Licensed  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  106 

Other  Food  Premises  .  .  .  .  327 

Ice  Cream  .  .  .  .  .  74 

Slaughterhouses  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Meat  Inspection  . .  . .  .  548 

Factories  Act 

Factories — Mechanical  Power  .  .  .  28 

Workplaces  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Outworkers  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Means  of  Fire  Escape  .  11 
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Clean  Air  Act 

Smoke  Observations  .  .  .  .  43 

Smoke  Nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Petroleum  Act  .  325 

Shops  Act 

Hours  of  Closing  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Samples  Taken 


Water  samples  for  Bacteriological  Examination .  200 


Water  samples  for  Chemical  Examination  .  13 

Ice  Cream  samples  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  .  .  .  .  66 

Swimming  Bath  samples  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  .  .  .  .  47 

Swimming  Bath  samples  for  Chemical 

Examination  .  .  .  .  22 

COMPLAINTS 


Six  hundred  and  sixty  nine  complaints  received  by  the 
Department  during  the  year  concerned  the  following  matters  : — 


Housing  Defects 

46 

Rats  and  Mice 

189 

Obstructed  Drains . 

295 

Other  Pests  . 

30 

Refuse  Collection  . 

69 

Miscellaneous 

40 

Only  the  complaints  relating  to  Housing  Defects  required  the 
service  of  Notices  ;  the  remainder  were  remedied  by  one  or  other  of 
the  services  employed  or  provided  by  the  Council. 

HOUSING  DEFECTS 

126  Informal  Notices  and  19  Statutory  Notices  were  served 
during  the  year  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  requiring 
repairs  to  houses,  improvements  to  water  supplies  and  drainage, 
and  conversion  of  privies  and  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage 
system. 

These  notices  concerned  131  houses  which  were  sited  in  the 
following  Parishes 


Bobbington 

9 

Pattingham  . 

Codsall 

38 

Seisdon  and  Trysull 

Enville 

o 

.  o 

Swindon 

Himley 

3 

Worn  bourn 

Kinver 

19 

Wrottesley 

Lower  Penn . 

8 

As  a  result  of  these  and  similar  notices  served  during  previous 
years  repairs  and  improvements  were  effected  at  101  houses  which 


were  sited  as  follows  : — 


Bobbington  1 

Codsall  .  28 

Enville  .  1 

Himley  .  1 

Lower  Penn  4 

Kinver  .  16 


Seisdon  and  Trysull .  6 

Swindon  .  6 

Pattingham  .  8 

Wombourn  .  13 

Wrottesley  .  17 


Summary  of  Repairs  and  improvements  Effected 

Repairs  to  roofs,  walls  and  external  structures .  48 

Internal  repairs  to  walls,  ceilings  and  floors  .  43 

Repairs  to  doors,  windows,  and  other  internal 

fittings  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  11 

Repair  and  improvement  to  water  supplies  .  9 

Repair  and  improvement  to  drainage  systems 39 

Pail  closets  abolished  .  .  .  .  15 

Water  closets  provided  .  .  .  .  15 


UNFIT  HOUSES 
Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  16 

In  continuation  of  the  housing  programme,  18  individual  unfit 
houses  not  capable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost  were  represented 


to  the  Council  and  auction  taken  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  .  11 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  from  owners 
that  houses  would  not  be  re-let  for  human 
habitation  until  made  fit  .  .  1 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  .  3 

Houses  purchased  in  lieu  of  making  Demolition 

Orders  .  3 


The  houses  concerned  were  situated  in  the  following  Parishes 


Bobbington 

Codsall 

Himley 


1  Kinver 

2  Wombourn 

2  Wrottesley 


6 

3 

4 
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Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  42 

Clearance  Area  procedure  was  adopted  for  the  first  time 
within  the  rural  district,  and  during  the  year  the  following  areas 


were  declared  : — 

Area  No.  of  houses 

No.  1  (High  Street,  Kinver)  Clearance  Area  .  4 

No.  2  (Church  Road,  Codsall)  Clearance  Area  6 

No.  3  (Station  Road,  Codsall)  Clearance  Area  8 


Areas  No.  1  and  2  were  considered  to  be  suitable  for  redevelop¬ 
ment  as  sites  for  old  people’s  bungalows,  and  as  most  of  the  houses 
in  these  areas  are  occupied  by  old  people,  it  was  resolved  to  proceed 
by  way  of  Compulsory  Purchase. 

The  method  of  procedure  in  respect  of  Area  No.  3  had  not  been 
resolved  by  the  end  of  the  year,  nor  had  the  Public  Inquiry  in 
respect  of  Areas  No.  1  and  2  been  held. 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

During  the  yea,r  only  3  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
were  received  and  these  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  applications  received  .  .  3 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  from  Land¬ 
lords  to  carry  out  work  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  undertakings  from  Landlords 

refused  .  .  . .  .  .  - 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  .  1 

Number  of  applications  from  Landlords  for 

cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair .  - 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  cancelled 


It  is  significant  that  the  number  of  applications  for  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  diminishes  each  year.  Nine  applications  were  received 
for  the  6  months  of  1957,  eleven  applications  for  the  whole  year  of 
1958,  and  three  applications  for  1959.  I  do  not  attribute  this  to  the 
success  of  the  Act  but  rather  to  the  highly  complicated  procedure 
which  has  been  laid  down  for  both  tenant  and  landlord. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Number  and  Types  of  Food  Premises 

Bakehouses  .  I 

Butchers  Shops  .  .  .  18 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  .  .  14 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  10 

Grocers  Shops  .  .  .  74 

Hotels  and  Restaurants  .  9 

Public  Houses  .  42 

Other  Food  Premises  .  42 


661  visits  were  made  to  these  food  premises  during  the  year  and 
68  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  contraventions  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

The  value  of  our  intensive  visiting  is  shown  in  the  table  of 
improvements  which  follows,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report 
the  co-operation  received  from  the  majority  of  the  food  traders 
concerned.  In  but  a  few  instances  did  it  appear  likely  that 
statutory  powers  would  have  to  be  invoked,  but  this  did  not 
actually  become  necessary.  It  is  upon  the  handling  of  food  and  the 
personal  hygiene  of  the  food  handlers  that  we  shall  now  concentrate. 

It  is  worth  repeating  what  I  and  many  of  my  colleagues  have 
said  before,  that  if  only  the  public  would  be  more  concerned  at  the 
way  in  which  their  food  was  handled  they  could  command  the  very 
highest  standards  of  food  hygiene.  Refusal  to  buy  open  food  which 
is  carelessly  exposed,  or  unnecessarily  handled,  the  outright  condem¬ 
nation  of  such  dirty  habits  as  finger  licking,  criticism  of  the  use  of 
old  newspapers  for  food  wrapping  :  these  are  just  a  few  of  the  many 
ways  in  which  the  public  can  help  the  cause  of  clean  food. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  main  improvements  effected 
during  the  year  : — 


Bakehouses 

Butchers  Shops 

Cafes  &  Snack  Bars 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Grocers  Shops 

Hotels  &  Restaurants  j 

Public  Houses 

Other  Food  Premises 

Totals 

Structurally  altered 

— 

9 

jLi 

1 

4 

3 

— 

5 

2 

17 

Cleansed  and  Redecorated 

— 

5 

3 

7 

5 

5 

15 

5 

45 

Improved  tables  and 
Equipment 

— 

8 

3 

1 

11 

3 

2 

2 

30 

Sinks  and  Wash  Hand 
Basins  provided  . 

1 

3 

— 

3 

6 

— 

— 

1 

14 

Constant  Hot  Water 
provided  . 

— 

2 

2 

2 

8 

— 

— 

8 

22 

ImproA^ed  personal 
hygiene  and  handling 

— 

4 

3 

3 

29 

1 

2 

9 

51 

Improved  Sanitary 
Accommodation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

13 

2 

18 

39 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


A  total  of  548  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  four  private  slaughterhouses  licensed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  were  situated  in  the  Parishes  of  Codsall,  Wrottesley, 
Pattingham  and  Kinver,  and  consisted  of  one  wholesale  and  three 
private  butchers’  slaughterhouses.  The  licence  in  respect  of  the 
slaughterhouse  at  Kinver  expired  at  the  end  of  January  and  was 
not  renewed.  Planning  approval  was  given  for  the  construction  of 
a  new  slaughterhouse  on  a  more  suitable  site  at  Kinver  to  replace 
the  old  slaughterhouse  which  was  discontinued.  Only  three 
slaughterhouses  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  carcases  and  organs  of  all  animals  slaughtered  were 
inspected,  but  to  achieve  this  it  was  again  necessary  for  your  officers 
to  make  visits  in  the  evening  and  at  weekend  and  holiday  times. 

We  have  continued  to  stain  all  condemned  meat  and  organs 
liberally  with  green  dye,  but  owing  to  The  Meat  (Staining  and 
Sterilization)  Regulations,  1959,  being  stillborn,  we  are  still  without 
legislation  for  safeguarding  the  ultimate  use  of  this  unfit  meat. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
and  the  percentage  of  animals  affected  with  disease.  The  quality 
of  meat  produced  continues  to  be  of  a  high  standard  and  due 
allowance  should  be  made  in  the  first  section  of  the  table  for  the 
fact  that  a  high  percentage  of  these  organs  condemned  was  solely 
in  respect  of  liver  flukes  and  other  parasites.  The  percentage 
of  condemnations  for  tuberculosis  continues  to  decrease,  and  the 
year’s  figures  are  the  lowest  yet  recorded  within  this  district. 

Food  Inspection 

The  following  other  foods  were  inspected  and  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  satisfactorily  disposed  of  : — 

5  Tins  Corned  Beef 

1  Tin  Milk 

114  Packets  Processed  Cheese. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Exclu¬ 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1005 

15 

33 

4574 

1189 

— 

Number  inspected 

1005 

15 

33 

4574 

1189 

— 

All  diseases  exeept  Tuberculosis 
and  Cystieerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned . 

2 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

296 

6 

— 

216 

115 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cystieerci 

29.5 

40.0 

6.0 

4.8 

9.7 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

___ 

_ 

_ 

_ .  - 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

51 

3 

— 

— 

24 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tub¬ 
erculosis 

5.0 

20.0 

2.0 

. 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  Totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ICE  CREAM 


88  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

Temperature  tests  were  frequently  carried  out  to  ensure  that 
the  temperature  of  the  refrigerator  was  being  kept  within  the 
requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations  (i.e.,  that  the  product 
mast  be  kept  at  a  temperature  below  28°  Fah.).  In  every  case 
conditions  were  satisfactory. 


66  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the 
following  results  were  satisfactory  : — 


GRA 

DES 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Total 

59 

5 

2 

— 

66 

Summarised  according  to  manufacturers  : — 


Manufac¬ 

turer 

No.  of 
Retailers 
selling  in 
this  area 

Gi 

'ade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

“A” 

32 

14 

1 

. — 

— 

15 

“B” 

30 

15 

— 

— 

— 

.'5 

"■C” 

10 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

“D” 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

“E” 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

“F” 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

"G” 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

"H” 

4 

9 

4 

2 

— 

15 

<<  j>> 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

88 

59 

5 

2 

— 

66 

The  recommendations  of  the  Laboratory  are  that  the  results 
should  be  judged  on  a  series  of  samples  rather  than  on  any  single 
sample  and  that  over  a  six-monthly  period  50%  of  a  vendor’s 
samples  should  fall  into  Grade  I,  80%  into  Grades  1  or  2,  not 
more  than  20%  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  .  .  44 

Number  of  Dairy  Premises  registered  .  .  1 

Number  of  Dealers  Licensed  for  Pasteurised  Milk  16 

,,  ,,  ,,  Sterilised  Milk  44 

,,  ,,  ,,  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  .  4 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  ‘ 'Pasteurised”  8 

,,  ,,  ‘  ‘Sterilised”  10 

,,  ,,  “Tuberculin 

Tested”  .  7 


RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN 
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1  7  Methylene  Blue  tests  void  owing  to  high  atmospheric  shade  temperature. 

One  farm  sample  of  Undesignated  Milk  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  All  milk 
was  subjected  to  heat  treatment  and  the  infected  cow  was  indentified  and  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938, 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

We  are  indebted  to  the  County  Public  Health  Department  for 
the  following  information  regarding  samples  taken  for  examination 


during  1959. 

Milk 

Milk  Pasteurised  .  3 

Milk  Sterilised  .  3 

Milk  T.T .  5 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised  .  3 

Total  Samples  .  14  All  Genuine 

General  Foods 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  .  72 

Number  of  samples  genuine  .  .  64 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  .  8 


Classification  of  General  Foods 

Fish  Sticks 

Beef  Steakettes 

Mixed  Fruit  Jam  (3  samples) 

Spaghetti  Bolognese 

Peeled  Melon  in  Syrup 

Butter 

Chicken  Luncheon  Meat 
Pork  Sausage  cont.  pres  (4  samp.) 
Stewed  Steak 
Ice  Cream  (2  samples) 

Danish  Butter  (2  samples) 
Lemon  Mousse 
Potato  Puffles 
Tonic  Wine 

Dandelion  and  Burdock 
Pork  Sausage 

Potted  Salmon  with  Butter 
Boneless  Chicken 
Lime  Fruit  Drops 
Sponge  Sandwich 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Ground  Nutmeg 
Marmalade 
Ground  Rice 

Cheese  Sandwich  Biscuits 


Menthol  &  Eucalyptus  Sweets 

Margarine 

Currant  Pudding 

Foaming  Limeade  Powder 

Lemon  Barley  Water 

Fish  Paste — Salmon  &  Shrimp 

Lard 

Sponge  Sandwich 
Mintoes 
Savoury  Ducks 
Food  Beverage 

Orange  Flavour  Soft  Drink  Powder 
Stewed  Steak  with  rich  gravy 
Oats 

Parmesan 

Wensleydale  Cheese 
Lemon  Cheese 
Lemon  Curd 

Smoked  Salmon  Mayonnaise 

Peppermint  Cordial 

Orange  Juice  with  added  sugar 

Biscuit  Cereal 

Sweet  Lollies 

Christmas  Pudding 

Arrowroot 
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Custard  Powder 
Cut  Mixed  Peel 
Malt  Vinegar 
Rock  and  Aniseed 
Macaroon  Biscuit  Mix 
Bubble  Gam 

Blackcurrant  Juice  Cordial 
Old  Fashioned  Butter  Drops 


Rum  Flavoured  Coffee  and 

Chicory  Essence 

Sweet  Sauce 
Instant  Coffee 

Blackcurrant  Vitamin  C  Drink 
Rum  Flavouring 
Mincemeat 

All  Butter  Lemon  Curd 


Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples  and  Action  Taken 


Mixed  Fruit  Jam 

Three  samples  contained  only  58%, 
58.5%  and  58.7%  soluble  solids  and 
should  contain  68.5%. 


Steps  being  taken  to 
improve  soluble 
solids  content. 


Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

16%  deficient  in  meat  content. 


Meat  content  being 
increased. 


Chicken  Luncheon  Meat 

This  sample  contained  both  Chicken  Imports  discontinued, 
and  Pork  and  should  be  described  as 
“Chicken  and  Pork  Luncheon  Meat.” 


Pork  Sausage 

Contained  undeclared  preservative.  Preservative  now 

being  declared. 

Mintoes 

The  major  portion  of  the  fat  in  this  Labels  amended. 

sample  consisted  of  fat  other  than 

butter  fat  and  the  failure  to  disclose 

the  presence  of  this  ingredient  might 

be  regarded  as  misleading. 


Pork  Sausage  Containing  Preservative 

8.3%  deficient  of  its  proper  propor-  Cautioned, 
tion  of  meat. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Number  of  licensed  sites  .  .  .  12 

Number  of  dwellings  on  licensed  sites  .  256 

Number  of  individual  licensed  dwellings  47 


85  visits  were  made  to  Camping  Grounds  and  118  to  individual 
moveable  dwellings. 

Many  improvements  were  effected  throughout  the  year  on  the 
permanent  sites  including  the  provision  of  additional  water  services, 
and  the  replacement  of  several  shack  dwellings  by  modern  type 
caravans.  Recommendations  for  fire  precautions  at  caravan  sites 
were  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  co-operation  from  site 
owners  in  providing  fire  points  and  suitable  equipment  has  already 
been  provided. 


PEST  CONTROL 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  oat  by  the  Council's 
Rodent  Operator  : — 


Type  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
visits 

Estimated 

kill 

Bodies 

found 

Business 

5 

11 

7 

Private 

388 

438 

123 

Council 

266 

310 

82 

Total 

659 

759 

212 

In  addition  to  the  above,  258  premises  were  visited  on  survey. 

Your  Operator  was  also  responsible  for  the  clearance  of  295 
obstructed  drains  during  the  year,  the  destruction  of  30  wasps  nests, 
and  many  other  extraneous  duties. 

A  survey  has  now  been  made  of  all  the  agricultural  premises 
within  the  district  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  with  very  few 
exceptions  the  occupiers  are  fulfilling  their  obligations  and  taking 
steps  to  keep  their  premises  free  from  rats. 

No  infestations  have  been  found  in  the  Council’s  sewers  for 
many  years  and  test-baiting  was,  therefore,  only  carried  out  in  10% 
of  the  manholes,  once  again  with  completely  negative  results. 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

Seventy-four  premises  are  licensed  under  this  Act  for  the 
storage  of  petroleum  spirit.  Nineteen  of  these  are  public  filling 
stations  and  fifty-five  are  private  installations. 

I  view  with  concern,  the  apparant  disinterest  in  the  safety 
precautions  which  are  required  by  condition  of  licence  at  such 
premises.  This  apathy  extends  to  both  owners  of  installations  and 
to  members  of  the  public  who  use  them,  and  I  think  it  is  remarkable 
that  there  are  not  many  more  disasters. 

Special  attention  has  been  directed  this  year  to  ensuring  that 
all  these  conditions  of  licence  are  fully  complied  with.  A  total  of 
325  inspections  has  been  made  and  the  following  table  summarises 
some  of  the  results  of  our  efforts  : — 


Tanks  and  Pipelines  Tested  .  .  14 

Vent  Pipes  repaired  .  .  .  35 

Fire  Equipment  made  up  to  scale  .  42 

Safety  warning  notices  provided  .  34 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Six  vehicles  and  teams  were  employed  on  refuse  collection 
rounds  with  a  spare  vehicle  and  team  used  for  relief  work,  trade 
refuse  and  litter  collection.  Thirty-six  complete  rounds  were 
recorded  making  the  frequency  of  refuse  collection  an  average  of 
once  in  10  calendar  days  throughout  the  year.  This  was  an 
improvement  upon  previous  years  and  was,  in  fact,  the  first  year  in 
which  the  7  working  day  cycle  had  been  achieved.  All  premises 
within  the  district  receive  the  same  frequency  of  collection. 

During  the  year  a  1948  side  loader  of  only  7  cu.  yds.  capacity 
was  replaced  by  a  12  cu.  yds.  dual-tip  rear  loader,  in  continuance  of 
the  policy  of  using  the  largest  possible  carrying  capacity  vehicles 
within  the  limitations  of  manoeuverability. 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  strictly  “controlled  tipping" 
methods  at  one  central  tip.  This  policy  of  centralised  tipping  has 
continued  to  operate  successfully  for  a  second  year,  and  the  concen¬ 
tration  of  tip  labour  and  equipment  upon  one  site  has  ensured  that 
there  has  been  no  delay  in  the  covering  of  refuse,  which  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  most  essential  condition  in  the  process  of  controlled 
tipping.  The  replacement  of  the  seven  year  old  mechanical  shovel 
by  a  new  one  has  been  of  great  value  in  achieving  a  speedier  disposal. 
No  infestations  by  rodents  or  other  insect  pests  were  experienced 
throughout  the  year. 
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Cesspool  and  Pan  Closet  Emptying 

Two  vehicles  and  teams  were  employed  on  these  services.  The 
number  of  pan  closets  continued  to  reduce  steadily  as  more  premises 
were  connected  to  sewers,  and  all  pans  are  now  emptied  weekly. 
Cesspools  are  emptied  upon  request,  as  far  as  possible  in  fair  rotation, 
and  demands  for  this  service  continued  to  be  excessive,  making  it 
necessary  for  both  vehicles  to  work  a  fair  amount  of  overtime. 

In  this  district  new  cesspools  are  only  permitted  to  be  con¬ 
structed  in  unsewered  areas  where  the  nature  of  the  site  does  not 
permit  the  construction  of  an  orthodox  private  sewage  disposal 
plant.  I  would  like  to  go  further  than  this  and  say  that  an 
authority  ought  to  be  able  to  refuse  development  in  any  area  where 
it  is  neither  sewered  nor  suitable  for  private  sewage  plants  instead 
of  sail  having  to  accept  cesspool  drainage  in  this  second  half  of  the 
twentieth  century  ! 


Statistics 

The  following  vehicles  were  operating  in  the  Cleansing  Services 


at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Capacity 

Three  Dennis  Paxit  Refuse  Collectors  18  cu.  yds. 

Three  Dennis  Side  Loading  Refuse  Collectors .  12  cu.  yds. 

One  Karrier  Dual  Tip  Refuse  Collector  .  12  cu.  yds. 

One  Ford/Yorkshire  Cesspool  Emptier  .  1,000  gallons 

One  Dennis  Cesspool  Emptier  (Pans)  800  gallons 

One  Weatherill  Mechanical  Shovel .  .  §  cu.  yd. 

One  Ford  Thames  Trader  Tipping  Truck  .  5  tons 


The  complement  of  men  consisted  of  9  drivers,  32  loaders  and 
2  tip  attendants,  under  the  supervision  of  a  Cleansing  Foreman. 

During  the  year  413  man-days  were  lost  due  to  sickness.  This 
was  equivalent  to  operating  throughout  the  whole  year  almost 
2  men  short. 

A  successful  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  has  been  in  operation 
since  1956. 
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Dustbin  Scheme 

The  Council  have  adopted  Section  75(3)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  have  undertaken  to  supply  and  maintain  dustbins 
for  the  reception  of  house  refuse.  The  annual  charge  was  6/6d.  per 
bin. 


The  scheme  has  been  in  operation  since  1954  and  the  following 


statistics  show  the  progress  made  : — 

No.  of  bins  issued  prior  to  1959  .  1,470 

No.  of  bins  issued  during  1959  .  241 

Total  number  of  bins  issued  .  .  1,711 


Salvage 

Owing  to  the  complete  destruction  by  fire  of  the  sale  age  shed 
in  December,  1958,  it  was  not  possible  to  recommence  salvage 
operations  until  May.  This  is  reflected  in  the  reduction  of  the 
amount  of  waste  paper  salvaged  for  the  year. 

A  total  of  25J  tons  of  waste  paper  was  baled  and  this  produced 
an  income  of  £202.  Only  a  small  amount  of  scrap  metal  was 
recovered,  making  a  total  income  from  salvage  during  the  year  of 
£207. 


Lifter 

The  litter  nuisance  still  persisted  throughout  the  year  despite 
all  efforts  to  combat  it.  Several  prosecutions  were  taken  by  the 
County  Constabulary  under  the  Litter  Act,  but  it  is  regrettable  that 
the  fines  were  only  small.  Additional  litter  baskets  were  sited  and 
there  are  now  more  than  one  hundred  baskets  throughout  the 
district.  These  baskets  are  emptied  regularly  and  a  weekly  litter 
clearance  carried  out  on  the  commons  and  in  most  villages. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


No.  on 
Register 

No 

.  of 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

Premises 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

51 

45 

4 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

Total 

51 

45 

4 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


IN  umber  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
:ound 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

By  H.M. 

'  In¬ 
spector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2.)  . 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3.)  . 

_ 

_ _ _ 

_ 

_ 

, 

Inadequate  Ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4.) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6.)  . 

_ 

_ 

— — 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conve¬ 
niences  (S.7.)  . 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable 
or  defective 

4 

3 

■ — 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate 
sexes 

- — • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork) 

Total 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Si 

ECTION  11 

0 

Si 

ECTION  l 

11 

Nature 

of 

work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 
110(1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 

lists 

to 

the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

fists 

(!) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

premi¬ 

ses 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(0) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 

parts  thereof 

made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

1 

■ 

' 


■ 

■  ■  ■ 
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